
Observation practice is one of the most important activities in a science classroom. Here is practice in observation while dealing with an ordinary, but often ignored, object.

MOST PEOPLE HAVE USED CANDLES. VERY FEW PEOPLE HAVE TAKEN THE TIME TO OBSERVE A CANDLE CAREFULLY. 

ANSWER QUESTIONS 1-8 BEFORE YOU LIGHT YOUR CANDLE.

   1.Draw the candle. 

   2.What is the color of the string at the top of the candle? 

   3.Describe what the candle feels like. 

   4.Can you see any marks, or spots, inside the candle? 

   5.Look at the bottom of the candle. Is the string the same color as at the top? 

   6.Describe how hard the candle is. Tell if it is hard in some places, and soft in others. 

   7.Say something about the candle. 

   8. What safety rules must be followed in this activity.

LIGHT YOUR CANDLE AT YOUR DESK. 

BE CAREFUL! DO NOT THROW MATCHES IN THE SINK!!!!
ANSWER THESE QUESTIONS AFTER YOU LIGHT YOUR CANDLE.

1. How much of the exposed string (1/2, 1/3, etc.) is surrounded with flame? 

2. What colors are in the flame? 

3. The greatest part of the flame is what color? 

4. Draw the flame. Be sure to show the string. 

5. Is there any smoke? 

6. What must you do to make smoke? 

7. What color is the smoke? 

8. Where is the flame dark? 

9. Does the flame come to a sharp point? 

10. What can you do to change the shape of the flame? 

11. Draw a line to show how far into the candle the light goes. 

12. Is wax dripping down the side of the candle? 

13. Does the candle make any noise as it burns? 

14.  Does the burning candle produce an odor? 

