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April 2011
Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s) and students:

This letter is to inform you that an important research paper is being assigned for science class. The paper requires the student to research the issue of whether or not nuclear power should be utilized for producing electricity. In class, we will set aside time for students to conduct research in the computer labs. In and outside of the classroom setting, students will continue research and write an opinion paper. This paper is designed to have students make an informed decision on an issue that is current while having students apply researching and writing techniques that were taught in social studies classes. The goals are twofold: To have students realize science is something that affects our lives and decisions; and to have students apply learning in a new context.

Because students have been taught specific research techniques, my expectation is that students can and will write this paper in a largely independent fashion. Students preparing to enter high school courses should be held to such expectations. As teacher, I will facilitate the process by breaking down the research into a series of tasks with due dates. These tasks are outlined on the calendar below.  Students will be going to the computer lab for 5 scheduled class meetings before the due date. 
You and I both know that some students (adults and humans, in general) tend to procrastinate… I urge you to be aware of the timeline and due dates for this assignment. Write these in a public place in the home and ask to see your child’s progress and work. Ask to see the assignment handouts and the assessment list. Have discussions about oil rig explosions, mine collapses and nuclear disasters and their affect on us and our energy policy!  

I welcome any questions or concerns, you or your child may have about this assignment.  Please contact me at the school (203.393.3102x1035) or via email (brian.goldstein@reg5.k12.ct.us).

Thank you,

Brian Goldstein

	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	4/24
	4/25

Computer Lab 
	4/26

Computer Lab
	4/27

Computer Lab
	4/28

T-Sheets due*
	4/29
	4/30

	5/1


	5/2

Outline Due*
	5/3

Computer Lab
	5/4

Computer Lab
	5/5

Rough Draft
	5/6
	5/7

	5/8
	5/9

Final Due!!!*
	
	
	
	
	



(sign, detatch & return)

Please sign to acknowledge that you have read this letter:

_______________________________________

(parent/guardian)

_______________________________________

(student)
