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Nukes or No Nukes: 
 A Position Paper

Background:  

Nuclear power is a relatively recent invention developed through science. Since 1950, the forces that hold atoms together have been used to make electricity. Only a few decades ago politicians claimed "nukes" would provide the world with clean and limitless energy. Today there are over 400 nuclear reactors world-wide. In Connecticut, we have 2 nuclear power plants that supply the state with 53% (yes! over ½!!!) of our electricity. Since its inception, the use of nuclear fission to produce electricity has been a hotbed of controversy. Given the national debate around clean and green energy, recent oil rig explosions, mine collapse disasters and the ongoing turmoil in Japan – there is no better time for you to educate yourself about these issues!! So - Are you "pro-nuke" or "anti-nuke"?

Your tasks: 

· To use the webbernet and other appropriate sources for research 

· To study the "pros and cons" on issues surrounding our energy policies
· To make an informed decision and provide your opinion on this issue
The Calendar:

	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	4/24
	4/25

Computer Lab 
	4/26

Computer Lab
	4/27

Computer Lab
	4/28

T-Sheets due*
	4/29
	4/30

	5/1


	5/2

Outline Due*
	5/3

Computer Lab
	5/4

Computer Lab
	5/5

Rough Draft
	5/6
	5/7

	5/8
	5/9

Final Due!!!*
	
	
	
	
	


Take A Nuclear Stand… 

Write a persuasive paper. Use the evaluation below as your guide…






Possible

Student

Teacher 

Points 

Evaluation 

Evaluation

T Sheets



(5 pts)


Outline



(5 pts)


Introduction


(20 pts total)







· How do “nukes” work

(10)








· Take a stand


(4)








· Reasons



(3)








· Involve the reader

(3)








Body Paragraphs


(40 pts total)







· Reason I w/ support 

(10)








· Reason II w/ support

(10)








· Reason III w/ support

(10)








· Opposition w/ support

(10)








Conclusion



(10 pts total)







· Urge reader


(5)








· Positive statement

(5)








Format, etc.


(30 pts total)







· Textual Citation


(10)








· Works Cited (6 min)

(10)








· Grammar/overall impressions
(10)










TOTAL



(100pts)








Student Comments:

Teacher Comments:

